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TRACTS   FOR   THE   TIMES. 


RITES  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

C9kr}Mf<.  m  I  Cor.  Htm.  96. 

iic  wha  Uduly  streA||theo«liaiiitli,docsootfoaofitf  u  to  require  urgu- 
iii«o<  tad  nmom  fbr  wiwt  is  c^joiiied,  but  is  Mtufled  with  the  tnJUicm  ainoc. 


I  -ader  of  ecclesiftstical  history   is  sometimes  surprised  at 

finding  obwrvances  and  ciutoms  generally  received  in  the  Church 
at  an  early  date,  which  have  not  express  warrant  in  the  Apostolic 
writings ;  e.  g.  the  use  of  the  cross  in  baptism.  The  following 
pages  will  be  directed  to  the  consideration  of  this  circumstance ; 
with  a  riew  of  soggeaCiiig  from  those  writings  themselves,  that  a 
minitte  ritual  was  eootemporaneons  with  them,  that  the  Apostles 
raeognise  it  as  existing  and  binding,  that  it  was  founded  on  reli- 
gions primeipUst  and  tended  to  the  inculcation  of  religious  truth. 
Not  that  any  fiirmal  proof  is  attainable  or  conceivable,  consider- 
ing the  btevity  and  subjects  of  the  inspired  documents ;  but  such 
Cur  evidence  of  the  (act,  as  may  recommend  it  to  the  belief  of  the 
earnest  and  single-minded  Christian.  It  is  abtuidantly  evident 
that  the  Epistles  were  not  written  to  prescribe  and  enforce  the 
Ritoal  of  religion ;  all  then  we  can  expect,  if  it  existed  in  the  days 
of  the  Apostles,  is  an  occasional  allusion  to  it  in  their  Epistles  as 
existti^  and  a  plain  acquiescence  in  it :  and  thus  much  we  find. 

Letna  eonsider  that  remariuUe  passage,  (1  Cor.  xi.  2 — 16.) 
which,  I  am  persoaded,  most  rsaderi  pass  over  as  if  they  could 
get  litUe  iastracCion  from  it.  St.  Panl  is  therein  bUuning  the 
Corinthians  tot  not  adhering  to  the  emttom  of  the  Church,  which 
prescribed  that  men  should  wear  their  hair  short,  and  that  women 
sho«kl  have  thair  head  coivarad  during  divine  senrice ;  a  custom 
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apparently  most  unimportant,  if  any  one  ever  was,  but  in  his  view 
strictly  binding  on  Christians.  He  begins  by  implying  that  it  is 
one  out  of  many  rules  or  traditions  (Trapa^oaetc)  which  he  had 
given  them,  and  they  were  bound  to  keep.  He  ends  by  re- 
fusing to  argue  with  any  one  who  obstinately  cavils  at  it  and 
rejects  it :  "  If  any  man  seem  to  be  contentious,  we  have  no  such 
custom,  neither  the  churches  of  God."  Here  then  at  once  a  view 
is  opened  to  us  which  is  quite  sufficient  to  remove  the  surprise 
we  mig^t  otherwise  feel  at  the  multitude  of  rites,  which  were  in 
use  in  the  Primitive  Church,  but  about  which  the  New  Testa- 
ment is  silent ;  and  further,  to  command  our  obedience  to  such 
as  come  down  to  us  from  the  first  ages,  and  are  agreeable  to 
Scripture. 

In  accordance  with  this  conclusion,  is  the  clear  and  forcible 
command  given  by  the  Apostle,  (2  Thess.  ii.  15.)  "  Brethren, 
stand  fast,  and  hold  the  traditions  which  ye  have  been  taught, 
whether  hy  word,  or  our  epistle." 

To  return.  St.  Paul  goes  on  to  give  the  reason  of  the  usage, 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  weak  brethren  at  Corinth.  It  was,  he 
implies,  a  symbol  or  development  (so  to  say)  of  the  principle  of 
the  subordination  of  the  woman  to  the  man,  and  a  memorial  of 
the  history  of  our  creation ;  nay,  it  was  founded  in  "  nature" 
i.  e.  natural  reason.  And  lastly,  it  had  a  practical  object ;  the 
woman  ought  to  have  her  head  covered  "  because  of  the  angels.' 
We  need  not  stop  to  inquire  what  this  reason  was ;  but  it  was  a 
reason  of  a  practical  nature  which  the  Corinthians  understood, 
though  we  may  not.  If  it  mean,  as  is  probable,  "  because  she  is 
in  the  sight  of  the  heavenly  angels,"  (1  Tim.  v.  21.)  it  gives  a 
still  greater  importance  to  the  ceremonies  of  worship,  as  connect- 
ing them  with  the  unseen  world. 

It  would  seem  indeed  as  if  the  very  multiplicity  of  the  details 
of  the  Church  ritual  made  it  plainly  impossible  for  St.  Paul  to 
write  them  all  down,  or  to  do  more  than  remind  the  Corinthians 
of  his  way  of  conducting  religious  discipline  when  he  was  among 
them.  "  Be  ye  followers  of  me;"  he  says,  "  I  praise  you  that 
ye  remember  me  in  all  things."  It  is  evident  there  are  ten 
thousand  little  points  in  the  working  of  any  large  system,  which 
a  present  instructor  alone  can  settle.     Hence  it  is  customary  at 
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pfMMtffHMii  amIm»o1  i*Mt  up,  or  wbm  any  iio?d  nuumflwlun  in 
tmito,  or  miMwti— ry  mathkimy»  b  to  be  btoagla  iato  nwi  to  iti 
H  gotaf  by  ■•■diag  •  pcnoa  folly  tkilled  in  its  praedod  iattiia, 
8mtk  WM  BL  PmI  m  ngvds  tba  syttem  of  CbrittiMi  ditdpUiM 
ami  wonkip ;  and  wben  h»  could  not  go  htnuelf,  be  sent  Timothy 
ta  bit  ^aee.  He  enyi  in  the  4tb  ebapter :  **  I  beeeeeb  yon,  be 
ye  falkmeri  of  me.  For  this  emtm  bate  I  teat  uito  yoa  Tlrno- 
tbeua,  vbo  ihnll  bring  yoa  into  retnembranoe  of  my  wajfs  mkiek 
ht  m  Ckruit  m$  /  Umek  eecry  ipAere  in  eeery  Ckmrch."  Hera 
there  is  a  like  referenee  to  an  unifonn  system  of  discipline, — 
whether  as  to  Christian  conduct,  worship,  or  Church  govern- 
meat. 

Another  important  allusion  appears  to  be  contained  in  the  22nd 
Terse  of  the  chapter  above  commented  on.  **  What,  have  ye  not 
booses  to  eat  and  drink  in  ?  or  despise  ye  the  CAarcA  of  God  f" 
This  is  remaikaUe  as  bdag  a  aoUtary  allosifm  in  Scripture  to 
kmutt  of  prayer  oader  the  CbristiaB  syatam,  which  neverthdeas 
we  kaow  from  eecUnastieal  kislory  were  used  from  the  very  first. 
Here  then  is  a  most  solemn  ordinance  of  primitive  Christianity, 
wUcb  barely  escapes,  if  it  escapes,  omission  in  Scripture. 

A  pasdng  allusion  is  made  in  another  passage  of  the  same 
^piitle,  to  the  use  of  the  word  Amen  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Badwriatieal  prayer,  as  it  it  preserved  after  it  and  all  other 
pwiyers  to  tUs  day.  Thus  the  ritual  of  the  Apostles  deacaadad 
to  minutise,  and  these  so  invariable  in  their  use,  as  to  allow  of  an 
upeal  to  them* 

la  tiM  original  institution  of  tho  Eacharist,  as  recorded  in  the 
Ooapala,  dwra  is  ao  meation  of  coiueeratmg  the  cop ;  but  in 
I  Cor.  X.  16,  8t  Ptal  caDs  it  **  the  eap  ^  kUtting,  which  m 
Mess.**  This  ioeideBtal  iaiwmatioa,  Tooehaafcd  to  us  in  Scrip- 
tars,  akottkl  lead  as  to  be  very  eantioiu  how  we  pat  aside  other 
•aagso  of  the  early  Ckaidi  ooaeeraing  Ibis  sarrament,  which  do 
aot  bappea  to  be  tImHp  BMatJoaed  in  Scriptara ;  as  «.  /f .  the 
iolaaui  oAriag  of  Hw  alemsata  to  Ooo  by  way  of  fdeadhig  Hia 
BMrey  tbroagb  Chmst,  wbidi  seems  to  bavo  boon  aaivcrsal  ia  tha 
Chnrch,  till  Popery  eom^tad  it. 

As  irmiili  ihii  sami  nanamial.  let  us  eoaddar  dba  ■■•  of  the 
word  X«tro«f»yeem#r,  mim$Unag  (Acts  xiii.  2.);  a  word  which, 
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dropt  (so  to  say)  by  accident,  and  interpreted,  as  is  reasonable,  by 
its  use  in  the  services  of  the  Jewish  Law,  (Luke  i.  23  ;  Heb.  x. 
11.)  remarkably  coincides  with  the  Xeirovpyia  of  the  Primitive 
Church,  according  to  which  the  offering  of  the  Altar  was  interces- 
sory, as  pleading  Christ's  merits  before  the  throne  of  grace. 

Again,  in  1  Cor.  xv.  29,  we  incidentally  discover  the  existence 
of  persons  who  are  styled  "  the  baptized  for  the  dead."  Perhaps 
it  is  impossible  to  determine  what  is  meant  by  this  phrase,  on 
which  little  light  is  thrown  by  early  writers.  However,  any  how 
it  seems  to  refer  to  a  custom  of  the  Church,  which  was  so  usual 
as  to  admit  of  an  appeal  to  it,  which  St.  Paul  approved,  yet  which 
he  did  not  in  the  Epistle  directly  enforce,  and  but  casually 
mentions. 

In  1  Cor.  i.  16,  St.  Paul  happens  to  inform  us  that  he  baptized 
the  household  of  Stephanus.  It  has  pleased  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
preserve  to  us  this  fact ;  by  which  is  detected  the  existence  of  a 
rule  of  discipline  for  which  the  express  doctrinal  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture afford  but  indirect  warrant,  viz.  the  custom  of  household 
baptism.  (Vid.  also  Acts  xvi.  15.  33.)  This  accidental  dis- 
closure accurately  anticipates  the  after  practice  of  the  early 
Church,  according  to  which  families,  infants  included,  were  bap- 
tized, and  that  on  a  weighty  doctrinal  reason;  viz.  that  all  men  were 
born  in  sin  and  in  the  wrath  of  God,  and  needed  to  be  individually 
translated  into  that  kingdom  of  grace,  into  which  baptism  is  the 
initiation. 

These  instances,  then,  not  to  notice  others  of  a  like  or  a 
different  kind,  are  surely  sufficient  to  reconcile  us  to  the  complete 
ritual  system  which  breaks  upon  us  in  the  writings  of  the  Fathers. 
If  any  parts  of  it  indeed  are  contrary  to  Scripture,  that  is  of 
course  a  decisive  reason  at  once  for  believing  them  to  be  additions 
and  corruptions  of  the  original  ceremonial ;  but  till  this  is  shown, 
we  are  bound  to  venerate  what  is  certainly  primitive,  and  pro- 
bably is  apostolic. 

It  will  be  remarked,  moreover,  that  many  of  the  religious 
observances  of  the  early  Church  are  expressly  built  upon  words 
of  Scripture,  and  intended  to  be  a  visible  memorial  of  them,  after 
the  manner  of  St.  Paul's  directions  about  the  respective  habits 
of  men  and  women,  which  was  just  now  noticed.     Metaphorical 
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Of  nyvtlcM  dMOilptlom  woro  ivptvioiitM  bjr  ft  coirMpondin^ 
Ktml  action.  Our  Lord  Hhntclf  autborived  this  procedure  when 
He  took  np  tiie  metaphor  of  the  prophets  concerning  the  fountain 
opened  fer  cm  eleenring  (Zecji.  xiii.  1.)  and  repreeented  it  in  tlie 
Tiiibie  rite  of  baptiam.  Aeeoidingly,  from  the  frequent  mention 
ctmi  in  Seriptow  aa  the  emblem  of  apiritoal  gifta,  (Is.  Ixi.  1 — 3, 
fte.)  it  waa  aetaany  ued  in  the  PrimitiTe  Church  in  the  ceremony 
of  admittfaig  eatechumena,  and  in  baptising.  And  here  again  they 
had  the  precedent  of  the  ApotUea,  who  applied  it  in  effecting  their 
nineiikms  cures.  (Marie  ti.  13.  James  r.  14.)  And  so  from 
the  fignratiTe  mention  in  Scriptura  of  m/<,  as  the  necessary  pre- 
paratioQ  of  erery  religious  sacrifice,  it  was  in  use  in  the  Western 
Church,  in  the  ceremony  of  admitting  converts  into  the  rank  of 
eatechnmena.  So  again  ftmn  Phil.  iL  10,  it  was  customary  to  bow 
the  head  at  the  name  of  Jeana.  It  were  endless  to  multiply  in- 
stanees  of  a  similar  pious  attention  to  the  very  words  of  Scripture, 
aa  their  enstom  of  continual  public  prayer  from  such  passages  aa 
Luke  xviii.  7  ;  or  of  burying  the  bodies  of  martyrs  under  the 
altar,  from  Rev.  vi.  9 ;  or  of  the  white  Yestments  of  the  officiating 
ministers,  from  Rer.  iT.  4. 

Two  paasagea  on  the  subject  from  the  Fathers  shall  now  bo 
Uid  before  the  reader,  by  way  of  further  illustration,  and  first 
from  TertuUian : 

"  Thoogh  this  obsunrsDCS  has  not  been  determioed  bjr  any  (<-xt  of  Scrip- 
nve,  ytt  h  !•  tsiablMMd  \j  tmum,  whkb  douMtse  is  derived  from  Apo*' 
laBe  trajitlwi  For  how  c«a  an  asaf*  ever  ebcaia,  whkh  Ims  net  flm  bsaa 
fhren  by  trMhikm  ?  Bui  you  my,  even  thoofh  iradilien  eaa  be  produced, 
•till  •  written  (8cripiur«)  saihority  nuist  b«  dcossadod.  Ln  tm  csaaiiiM. 
then,  bow  br  it  is  inae,  that  an  Apostolic  tradition  itaeif.  unlew  written  in 
ieriptore,  is  inadwisstbie.  Now  I  will  give  up  the  point  at  once,  if  it  is  not 
sbwady  deteti^aed  by  instaaecs  of  ether  obsirvaDces,  which  are  saatataiaed 
without  uty  Scviptort  pRK<  on  the  mm*  plea  of  tradition,  and  tb*  ■awetion 
of  oowM^uent  suaioak  To  begin  with  baptiasa.  BeCara  «s  enter  dM  Wslir, 
«•  iBleawly  liauuan  the  devil,  bis  poapk  and  bis  aagah,  in  ebuwh  ia  dta 
prwaaa  of  dM  Bishspi  Then  w*  are  pinagtd  ia  the  water  thrire,  and 
anawsr  csftaia  yiitJcae  ever  sad  abevs  what  the  Lofd  has  detenaiaed  ia 
the  written  §M|iii  AAsr  eaadag  eat  of  it,  w«  taste  a  a^tare  ef  taiRt  and 
beney  t  and  tor  a  wholo  w*«k  Inm  that  day  w»  abstain  ftma  oar  daily  hath. 
The  latrasaant  of  die  Baihariili  thsngb  givca  by  the  Leed  tn  att  and  at 
aappsv  liaw,  yet  is  eelsbcaiM  mi  ear  aatetiags  besMv  day  brsak,  aM  eaiy  at 


TRACTS    FOR    THE    TIMES. 

the  hand  of  our  presiding  ministers We  sign  our  forehead  with  the 

cross  whenever  we  set  out  and  walk,  go  in  or  out,  dress,  gird  on  our  sandals, 
bathe,  eat,  light  our  lamps,  sit  or  lie  down  to  rest,  whatever  we  do.  If  you 
demand  a  scripture  rule  for  these  and  such  like  observances,  we  can  give 
you  none  ;  all  we  say  to  you  is,  that  tradition  directs,  usage  sanctions,  faith 
obeys.  That  reason  justifies  this  tradition,  usage,  and  faith,  you  will  soon 
yourself  see,  or  will  easily  learn  from  others ;  meanwhile  you  will  do  well  to 
believe  that  there  is  a  law  to  which  obedience  is  due.  I  add  one  instance 
from  the  old  dispensation.  It  is  so  usual  among  the  Jewish  females  to  veil 
their  head,  that  they  are  even  known  by  it  I  ask  where  the  law  is  to  be 
found ;  the  Apostle's  decision  of  course  is  not  to  the  point.  Now  if  I  no 
where  find  a  law,  it  follows  that  tradition  introduced  the  custom,  which  after- 
wards was  confiirmed  by  the  Apostle  when  he  explained  the  reason  of  it  These 
instances  are  enough  to  show  that  a  tradition,  even  though  not  in  Scripture, 
still  binds  our  conduct,  if  a  continuous  usage  be  preserved  as  the  witness  of 
it." — Tertullian  de  Coron.  §  3. 

Upon  this  passage  it  may  be  observed,  that  Tertullian,  flourish- 
ing A.D.  200,  is  on  the  one  hand  a  very  early  witness  for  the  exist- 
ence of  the  general  doctrine  which  it  contains,  while  on  the  other 
he  gives  no  sanction  to  those  later  customs,  which  the  Church 
of  Rome  upholds,  but  which  cannot  be  clearly  traced  to  primitive 
times. 

St.  Basil,  whose  work  on  the  Holy  Spirit,  §  66,  shall  next  be 
cited,  flourished  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth  century,  150  years 
after  Tertullian,  and  was  of  a  very  different  school ;  yet  he  will 
be  found  to  be  in  exact  agreement  with  him  on  the  subject  before 
us,  viz.  that  the  ritual  of  the  Church  was  derived  from  the  Apos- 
tles, and  was  based  on  religious  principles  and  doctrines.  He 
adds  a  reason  for  its  not  being  given  us  in  Scripture,  which  we 
may  receive  or  reject  as  our  judgment  leads  us,  viz.  that  the  rites 
were  memorials  of  doctrines  not  intended  for  publication  except 
among  baptized  Christians,  whereas  the  Scriptures  were  open  to 
all  men.  This  at  least  is  clear,  that  the  ritual  could  scarcely  have 
been  given  in  detail  in  Scripture,  without  imparting  to  the  Gospel 
tlie  character  of  a  burdensome  ceremonial,  and  withdrawing  our 
attention  from  its  doctrines  and  precepts. 

"  Of  those  articles  of  doctrine  and  preaching,  which  are  in  the  custody 
of  the  Church,  some  come  to  us  in  Scripture  itself,  some  are  conveyed  to  us 
by  a  continuous  tradition  in  mystical  depositories.  Both  have  equal  claims 
on  our  devotion,  and  are  received  by  all,  at  least  by  all  who  are  in  any 
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nifect  'ChmnAmttm.  For,  •bould  we  •ttrmpe  to  wapenede  the  uMget  which 
•r*  not  ei^jeiacd  in  Scripture  u  if  unimportant,  we  (hould  do  most  serious 
injury  to  BvangeUcal  truth;  nay,  reduce  it  to  a  bare  name.  To  take  an 
obvioas  iMtUMCt  wfaich  Apoitl*  has  taught  us  in  Scripture  to  sign  believers 
with  dM  crow  t  Where  does  Scripture  teach  us  to  turn  to  the  east  in  prayer? 
Which  of  the  saints  has  left  us  recorded  in  Scripture  the  words  of  invocation 
at  the  cooMcntioo  of  the  bread  of  the  Eucharist,  and  of  the  cup  of  blessing  f 
Thus  «•  are  not  content  with  what  Apostle  or  Evangelist  has  left  on  record, 
but  we  add  odMW  ritce  before  and  after  it,  as  important  to  the  celebration 
of  the  mystery,  reeeiTtng  them  from  a  teaching  distinct  from  Scripture. 
Moreover,  we  hieas  the  water  of  baptism,  and  the  oil  for  anointing,  and  also 

the  candidate  for  baptism  himselC After  the  example  of  Moses,  the 

Apesdas  and  Fathers  who  modelled  the  Churches,  were  accustomed  to  lodge 
their  sacred  doctrine  in  mystic  forms,  aa  being  secretly  and  silently  con- 
veyed. ....  This  is  the  reason  why  there  is  a  tradition  of  observances  inde- 
pendent of  Scripture,  lest  doctrines,  being  exposed  to  the  world,  should  be 
so  CuDiKar  aa  to  be  despised.  ....  We  stand  instead  of  lineeling  at  prayer 
on  dw  Sonday ;  but  all  of  ua  do  not  Itnow  the  reason  of  this.  ....  Again, 
every  time  we  kneel  down  and  rise  up,  we  show  by  our  outward  action,  that 
sin  haa  levelled  us  with  the  ground,  and  the  loving  mercy  of  our  Creator  has 
recalled  lu  to  heaven." 

The  conclusion  to  be  dravm  from  all  that  has  been  said  in 
these  pages  is  this : — That  rites  and  ordinances,  far  from  being 
unmeaning,  are  in  their  nature  capable  of  impressing  our  memo- 
ries and  imaginations  with  the  great  revealed  verities ;  far  from 
being  superstitious,  are  expressly  sanctioned  in  Scripture  as  to 
their  principle,  and  delivered  to  the  Church  in  their  form  by 
tradition.  Further,  that  they  varied  in  different  countries,  ac- 
cording to  the  retpective  founder  of  the  Church  in  each.  Thus, 
e.g.t  St.  John  and  St.  Philip  are  known  to  have  adopted  the 
Jewish  rule  for  observing  Easter-day ;  while  other  Apostles 
celebrated  it  always  on  a  Sunday.  Lastly,  that,  although  the 
details  of  the  early  ritual  varied  in  importance,  and  corrupt 
additions  were  made  in  the  middle  ages,  yet  that,  as  a  whole, 
the  Catholic  ritual  was  a  precious  possession ;  and  if  we,  who 
baTe  eacaped  from  Popery,  have  lost  not  only  the  possession, 
btit  the  tense  of  its  value,  it  is  a  serious  question  whether  we  are 
not  like  men  who  recover  from  some  grievous  illness  with  the 
lots  or  injury  of  their  sight  or  hearing; — whether  we  are  not 
like  the  Jews  returned  from  captivity,  who  could  never  6nd  the 
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rod  of  Aaron  or  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  which,  indeed,  had 
ever  been  hid  from  the  world,  but  then  was  removed  from  the 
Temple  itself. 

Oxford. 
The  Feast  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James. 


(second    EDITION.) 

Thete  Tracts  are  sold  at  the  price  of  2d.  for  each  sheet,  or  7«.  for 
50  copies. 

LONDON :  PRINTED  FOR  J.  G.  &  F.  RIVINGTON, 

ST.  FAUL's  church  yard,  and  WATERLOO  PLACE. 

1834. 
GiLUERT  &  UiviNOTON,  Printers,  St.  John's  Square,  London. 


